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EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE
Paul Barr, Chair

September 1, 2022
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Old Main-Champ Hall
Zoom (statewide campuses only)
AGENDA
Approval of Minutes – April 7, 2022
Subcommittee Reports
Curriculum Subcommittee (Chad Simon)
Course Approvals – 83
Request from the Departments of Applied Sciences, Technology and Education and Aviation and
Technical Education in College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences to create a new Department of
Technology, Design and Technical Education.
Request from the Department of Plants, Soils and Climate in the College of Agriculture and Applied
Sciences to discontinue the Horticulture: MPSH Program.
Request from the Center for Anticipatory Intelligence in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences
to create a new CHaSS Peace Institute.
Request from the Center for Community Engagement in the Office of Student Affairs to change the
name from The Center for Civic Engagement and Service Learning to Center for Community
Engagement.
Academic Standards Subcommittee (Renee Galliher)
No Meeting | Report
General Education Subcommittee (Matt Sanders)
Minutes – April 19, 2022
Other Business
Adjourn: 4:00 pm

1435 Old Main Hill | Logan, UT 84322-1435 | (435) 797-0121 | usu.edu/epc

EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE MINUTES
7 April 2022
3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Zoom Meeting

Minutes

Present: Paul Barr, Chair, Provost’s Office
Mateja Savoie Roskos, College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences
Richard Walker, Caine College of the Arts
Sterling Bone, Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
David Feldon, Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
Scott Budge, College of Engineering
Chad Simon for Matt Sanders, College of Humanities and Social Sciences and
Curriculum Subcommittee Chair
Dan Coster, College of Science
Renee Galliher, Academic Standards Chair
Lee Rickords, General Education Subcommittee Chair
Shana Geffeney, Statewide Campuses
Robert Heaton, University Libraries
Richard Cutler, Graduate Council
Toni Gibbons, Registrar’s Office
Michele Hillard, Secretary
Absent: Mike Conover, S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources
Jason Marshall, USU Eastern
Porter Casdorph, USUSA Executive Vice President
Niyonta Chowdhury-Magana, Graduate Studies Senator
Fran Hopkin, Registrar’s Office
Harrison Kleiner, GE Assessment
Lucas Stevens, President USUSA
Guests:

N/A

I.

Approval of 3 March 2022 Minutes.
Motion to approve the 3 March 2022 minutes made by Sterling Bone. Seconded by
Richard Walker. Minutes approved as distributed.

II.

Subcommittee Reports
a. Curriculum Subcommittee (Chad Simon)
Motion to approve the Curriculum Subcommittee report made by Chad Simon.
Seconded by Richard Cutler. Report approved.

Course Approvals – 0
Program Proposals
Request from the Department of Plants, Soils and Climate in the College of
Agriculture and Applied Sciences to offer a new specialization (Bioinformatics and
Computational Biology) to the MS and PhD degrees of Plant Science.
Request from the Department of Theatre Arts in the Caine College of the Arts to
change the name of the Theatre Arts Theatre Education Certification Option BFA to
Theatre Arts Education BFA.
Request from the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering in the
College of Engineering to create a Center for the Design and Manufacturing of
Advanced Materials (CDMAM).
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to create a new post-baccalaureate certificate in
Cybersecurity.
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to create a new post-baccalaureate certificate in
Data Analytics.
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to create a new post-baccalaureate certificate in
Data Engineering.
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to create a new post-baccalaureate certificate in
Data Technologies.
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to restructure the existing Master of Management
Information Systems program to require completion of two stackable postbaccalaureate certificates (24 credits) along with six credits of information technology
strategy or management courses.
Request from the Department of Data Analytics and Information Systems in the Jon
M. Huntsman School of Business to create a new post-baccalaureate certificate in
Web Development.
b. Academic Standards Subcommittee (Renee Galliher)
Minutes – No March meeting. The subcommittee is working on the catalog overhaul
with the Registrar’s Office. The language for the approved absence will come back to
the committee for more clarity and revision.
c. General Education Subcommittee (Lee Rickords)
Minutes – March 15, 2022
Motion to approve the General Education Subcommittee report made by Lee
Rickords. Seconded by Renee Galliher. Report approved.
Approved one general education designation. Lee asked the committee for their
thoughts on how broad the rubrics for general education designations should be. The

consensus was that they should be broad. If they are too narrow it would cause
problems with faculty members.
III.

Other Business
Continued EPC membership. Members were thanked for their service on the committee,
and they were asked to respond to Michele Hillard no later than April 15 and let her know
if they will or will not remain on the committee for the 2022-2023 academic year.
Tomorrow the promotion and tenure announcements will go out.
Continuing the rewrite of the faculty code. This is being done to provide clarity and to
streamline the code. Codes 401 and 402 are complete but they are looking at bringing
some changes to the EPC for input to PRPC and Faculty Senate.

Adjourn: 3:27 pm

General Education Committee

April 19, 2022
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
Champ Hall Conference Room and Zoom

Present:

Lee Rickords, College of Agriculture and Applied Sciences (Chair)
Christopher Scheer, Caine College of the Arts
Greg Podgorski, College of Science
Matt Sanders, Connections
Dory Rosenberg, University Libraries
Beth Buyserie, Communications Literacy/Intensive
Charlie Huenemann, Humanities
Ryan Bosworth, Social Sciences
Toni Gibbons, Registrar’s Office
Mykel Beorchia, University Advising
Kristine Miller, University Honors Program
Shelley Lindauer, Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
John Mortensen, Academic and Instructional Services
Thom Fronk, College of Engineering
Scott Findley, Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
David Wall, Creative Arts
Harrison Kleiner, College of Humanities and Social Science
TBD, American Institutions
Karen Beard, S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources
Michelle Smith, Secretary

Excused: Paul Barr, Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost
Robert Mueller, Statewide Campuses
Steve Nelson, USU Eastern
David Brown, Quantitative Literacy/Intensive
Lucas Stevens, USUSA President
Ryan Dupont, Life and Physical Sciences

Call to Order – Lee Rickords
Approval of Minutes – March 15, 2022
Motion to approve the date minutes made by Greg Podgorski
Seconded by David Wall
Approved unanimously
Course Approvals/Removals/Syllabi Approvals https://usu.curriculog.com/
No Designation Approvals

General Education Committee

Business
2022-2023 Committee Chair Nominations................................................................ Lee Rickords
Chair nominations opened.
Lee Rickords nominated Matt Sanders.
No other nominations were put forward by the committee.
Second: Charlie Huenemann
Decision: Approved unanimously
R470 Rewrite Update .......................................................................................... Harrison Kleiner
The R470 rewrite committee is close to finishing and Harrison anticipates they will be done by
the end of summer. The committee started with several ambitious proposals for change but after
discussions they were modified due to challenges with implementing across USHE institutions
with different purposes and program structure. Changes are more along word change not policy
change. There will be no modifications to credit requirements for general education.
There is some pressure to limit the amount of institution requirements. At USU this would affect
six credits of CI, three credits of QI, and four credits of depth courses. USU requirements are
not too far beyond other four-year institutions.
There is also work to include Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion language within breadth courses.
The working group at USHE feels that the answer would involve talking to faculty who teach
those courses. This will take time to sort out. The working group will adopt wording that
encourages institutions to use DEI language within Gen Ed requirements but don’t want to
dictate to each discipline what that should look like. In seven years during another R470 rewrite
iteration they feel the system will be mature enough to write in outcomes that can be applied to
each discipline.
In the fall, area committees will discuss the draft of the R470 and discuss application or edits.
Each of the USU area committee chairs is encouraged to attend the USHE “What is an
Educated Person” conference to be held Oct 27 and 28. These conferences are usually held in
Heber. The 28th is the most important day. USHE is hoping to involve all area committees from
each institution at this conference. Area committees will discuss the R470 draft and common
challenges such as with Communication Studies. Half of USHE institutions have Interpersonal
Communications fulfilled in Humanities designations and half of the institutions have
Communication Studies designations. This causes a headache for transfer students.
USU will be in a position next year to know how to revise General Education. Harrison feels the
priorities for USU’s revision should be looking at the Integrated Studies exploratory three-credit
band-aid. A second priority would be to look at depth requirements because they don’t function
the way the catalog describes them. By next year USU will have more clarity for how to move
forward with General Education.
Greg asked to clarify about the range of credits.

General Education Committee
Harrison said that those at USHE worried about limiting or changing the amount of General
Education credits within Utah higher education have moved on and aren’t bringing up that
subject again.
Lee mentioned that question originated with some legislators who were concerned about
transfer students who had to fulfill different General Education credits at various institutions,
thereby limiting or harming their transfer options. How would those legislators feel if the problem
about the wide-ranging credit requirements isn’t fixed?
Harrison said he thinks the problem is fixed. He said we should be in the habit of distinguishing
between General Education and University Studies. Depth, CI, and QI are not General
Education, they are University Studies. Anything outside of the R470 requirements is University
Studies, not General Education.
There is some attempt to say if a student at a lower-division level institution transfers to another
lower-level division institution with a lower or different set of amount of requirements, that
student won’t have to fulfill the second lower-level division institution’s specific General
Education requirements. So long as a student has done some Gen Ed those credits should be
portable. That may be different if transferring to an institution that has upper-division
requirements for General Education. U of U will have the most work to revise their institution
credit requirements to remove General Education from upper-division courses and limit
fulfillment to the first couple of years or levels.
Chris asked if 3000 level classes can be allowed in the first two years of General Education.
Harrison said that is a distinct issue from R470 requirements that has to do with allowing 2+2
degrees across the system. There is recognition that some majors that can’t fit all the Gen Ed in
1st and 2nd year. They will need to have an argument for why certain programs need that extra
time. For other programs they will need to have transparency so students who transfer
institutions or majors within an institution will understand the cost of changing and be aware that
graduation or completion will take longer.
A broader issue is with exploratory students and students who change majors. It would be nice
to have groups of majors or meta majors with similar topics or that are related prepare students
with a similar range of courses to complete breadth. If a student wants to explore different
courses as they decide what kind of social or human service major they want, and they take
general courses, they should be able to fulfill GE requirements without being penalized if they
choose majors that have specific General Education requirements.
Students in Biology have to take a lower-level course for Gen Ed even if they take a higher-level
Biology course in that sequence. We need to look at our own requirements to see if we can
reduce problems with how we count Gen Ed across majors.
Toni said Registration is trying to work with concurrent enrollment students who take the wrong
CE courses in high school who take two of the same breadth courses or two of the same
designation for a major they want to enroll in. Registration’s effort is to help them be more
intentional about the courses they choose. This allows those CE students to have a path where
they aren’t taking two courses that fulfill the same designation.

General Education Committee

Harrison said that speaks to a larger problem where there isn’t a sense that Gen Ed helps
students find success preparing them to move forward and be more educated. It feels like a
checklist. For the committee’s purposes a GE course is content agnostic. A breadth course can
come from various disciplines. The majors care about content. We care about the rubrics and
skills. The majors look at content but can we look at the skills more than content? That will be a
difficult conversation but important one.
Dory wanted to know about the DEI requirements coming to R470.
Harrison said there isn’t a requirement in a paragraph specifying DEI. The goal is to use a
“What is an Educated Persons” conference in future years so that conversation comes from
faculty within a field of expertise propose what a DEI outcome should look like. The R470 group
wanted to bring in a process rather than dictate the outcomes.
For quantitative literacy, the working group’s proposal will include three pathways – a
mathematical pathway, a statistics pathway, and a quantitative reasoning pathway for students
outside math and stats majors or STEM fields.
That way majors could choose the pathway that pertains to their field or major. For students with
a welding certificate they could take an accounting course. That would allow a broader path to
fulfill this requirement across disciplines.
Toni said a huge focus of the legislature is the outcomes for concurrent enrollment students.
Having more than one pathway will help CE students. They’ll need to get that information out to
high schools in the state throughout the entire USHE system that CE students can fulfill QL in
high school.
General Education Curriculog and Website Updates..............................................Michelle Smith
Curriculog and the General Education request form will be updated over the summer with the
intention of making the form easier and less frustrating to fill out. The General Education
website will be built and the committee’s website will also be revised. Feedback from the
committee is welcome.
Please inform Michelle Smith of any committee member or subcommittee chair changes. Any
proposals that were rejected or on hold will be archived. Any in progress will remain in progress.
A CI designation request is currently in Curriculog and it will remain in the CI queue until they
are ready to move forward on that request.
Lee thanked the General Education committee members for their work.
Adjourned at 8:57 a.m.

